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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gustavsson USPN 4,564,054. 

Gustavsson discloses a transfer needle assembly comprising a cap-like outside 
guide member (10) having a top surface and a skirt portion; a tubular inside 
guide member (50,51) that is positioned in the outside guide member; and a 
puncture member (16) which passes through the top surface of the outside guide 
member and has a proximal end and a distal end, wherein: the puncture member 
is a tubular member having at its proximal end a tip fitting portion for fitting a 
syringe tip and having at its distal end a puncture needle; the puncture needle is 
provided with a liquid passage; the liquid passage communicates with the tip 
fitting portion; the inside guide member is capable of sliding along an inner wall of 
the skirt portion of the outside guide member from a position where a distal end 
of the puncture needle is receded in an inside of the inside guide member, to a 
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position where the distal end of the puncture needle projects outside of the inside 
guide member; in the position where the distal end of the puncture needle is 
receded in the inside of the inside guide member, the outside guide member and 
the inside guide member are releasably engaged with each other so as to be 
incapable of sliding; and the engagement between the outside guide member 
and the inside guide member is rejeasable by insertion of a mouth portion of a 
vial into the inside guide member (Figure 11). 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rowley 

et al. (USPN 6,171,293). 

Rowley et al. discloses a transfer needle assembly comprising a cap-like outside 
guide member (2,3,6) having a top surface and a skirt portion; a tubular inside 
guide member (4) that is positioned in the outside guide member; and a puncture 
member (12) which passes through the top surface of the outside guide member 
and has a proximal end and a distal end, wherein: the puncture member is a 
tubular member having at its proximal end a tip fitting portion for fitting a syringe 
tip and having at its distal end a puncture needle; the puncture needle is provided 
with a liquid passage; the liquid passage communicates with the tip fitting portion; 
the inside guide member is capable of sliding along an inner wall of the skirt 
portion of the outside guide member from a position where a distal end of the 
puncture needle is receded in an inside of the inside guide member, to a position 
where the distal end of the puncture needle projects outside of the inside guide 
member; in the position where the distal end of the puncture needle is receded in 
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the inside of the inside guide member, the outside guide member and the inside 
guide member are releasably engaged with each other so as to be incapable of 
sliding; and the engagement between the outside guide member and the inside 
guide member is releasable by insertion of a mouth portion of a vial into the 
inside guide member (Figure 1 & 2 and entire reference). 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Hoekwater et al. (USPN 5,356,380). 

Hoekwater et al. discloses a transfer needle assembly comprising a cap-like 
outside guide member (12,16,14) having a top surface and a skirt portion; a 
tubular inside guide member (50,54) that is positioned in the outside guide 
member; and a puncture member (22,28,32) which passes through the top 
surface of the outside guide member and has a proximal end and a distal end, 
. wherein: the puncture member is a tubular member having at its proximal end a 
tip fitting portion for fitting a syringe tip and having at its distal end a puncture 
needle; the puncture needle is provided with a liquid passage; the liquid passage 
communicates with the tip fitting portion; the inside guide member is capable of 
sliding along an inner wall of the skirt portion of the outside guide member from a 
position where a distal end of the puncture needle is receded in an inside of the 
inside guide member, to a position where the distal end of the puncture needle 
projects outside of the inside guide member; in the position where the distal end 
of the puncture needle is receded in the inside of the inside guide member, the 
outside guide member and the inside guide member are releasably engaged with 
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each other so as to be incapable of sliding; and the engagement between the 
outside guide member and the inside guide member is releasable by insertion of 
a mouth portion of a vial into the inside guide member (Figures 1, 2, 4 and entire 
reference). 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew F. DeSanto whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick LUCCHESI can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

Customer Service Representative, call 800-786-9199 or 571-272-1000. 

Matthew DeSanto 
Art Unit 3763 
February 19, 2007 
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